












r 


This pamphlet announces the forthcoming 
book by Roy Childs, The Permanent Revolution: 
Liberty Against Power, to be published by 
Free Life Editions. A special pre-publication 
offer is on the back cover. 

Additional copies of this edition may be pur¬ 
chased at the following rates: 


1 


FREE 
15c each 
10c each 
7.5c each 


1-4 

5-9 

10-99 

100 or more 


♦ * * 


This essay is also being published by Laissez- 
Faire Books as a separate pamphlet under the 
title of Liberty Against Power. It will appear as 
shown on the following 12 pages and may be 
purchased in bulk quantities at the rates 
shown on page 12. In addition, you may have 
your message or advertisement printed on the 
back cover. See page 12 for rates and ordering 
information. 

* * * 

Cover design by Carolyn Keelen. 

Typesetting by Jean Graphics. 


Published By: 






Laissez Faire Pamphlet #3 


LIBERTY AGAINST POWER 

An Introduction To The Traditions 
Ideas And Promise Of Libertarianism 

by Roy Childs 


"We now have that systematic theory [of 
liberty]; we come, fully armed with our 
knowledge, prepared to bring our message 
and to capture the imagination of all 
groups and strands in the population. All 
other theories and systems have clearly 
failed: socialism is in retreat everywhere, 
and notably in Eastern Europe; liberalism 
has bogged down in a host of insoluable 
problems; conservatism has nothing to 
offer but sterile defense of the status quo. 
Liberty has never been fully tried in the 
modern world; libertarians now propose to 
fulfill the American dream of liberty and 
prosperity for all." 

—Murray Rothbard in For A New Liberty 





LIBERTY AGAINST POWER: 

An Introduction To The Traditions 
Ideas And Promise Of Libertarianism 

by Roy Childs 


In the age-old conflict between individual liberty in all of its forms and 
the political power of the State over the affairs of men, there can be no 
question which side the Twentieth Century has taken. For the Twentieth 
Century is the century of Power, a century where State coercion and 
violence have become commonplace. Every conceivable form of Statism has 
been tried in this century: Fascism, Communism, Social Democracy, the 
Corporate State, and military dictatorships. 

The fruits of power, too, have become apparent. We have seen more 
human misery caused by the wielding of political Power, more cruelty and 
destruction of human lives, than ever before in our history. It is as though 
all of the terrifying horrors of which human beings are capable, were 
rounded up and paraded before our eyes. 

If political Power had brought us some great benefit during the course of 
its reign, if it had solved some of our oldest problems, or indicated a means 
toward solving others, then perhaps our eyes might justifiably be averted 
from this spectacle of oppression and slaughter. But there have been no 
solutions. The hopes awakened by the revolutions against Power, on behalf 
of Liberty, in the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries, have been nearly univer¬ 
sally abandoned today, and an all-pervading sense of despair seems to have 
conquered our spirits. On all counts, the political, social and economic 
problems we face today seem infinitely more complex than those of the last 
century. 


This brief essay represents a portion of the contents and issues explored in Roy Childs' forth¬ 
coming book, The Permanent Revolution: Liberty Against Power. It is to be published in early 
1976 by FREE LIFE EDITIONS, 41 Union Square West, N.Y., N.Y. 10003. 

Roy Childs is one of the best known young libertarian writers. Over the last nine years he has 
written hundreds of articles and reviews. 
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In America, crime is increasing, particularly violent crime. Our environ¬ 
ment is threatened by pollution; our court system is clogged; our cities are 
insolvent. The public school system is collapsing. Taxes skyrocket. Masses 
of regulations, red tape, and bureaucratic edicts are driving small, 
independent businesses to the wall. The social security system heads 
towards bankruptcy, pension funds are being squeezed, and the stock 
market is depressed. We float about in the midst of an inflationary 
recession, which experts once assured us was impossible, and it now 
appears that in years to come, energy, jobs, housing and capital goods will 
all be in short supply. Our foreign policy is in shambles. But we all know 
that this merely scratches the surface. 

Throughout the West, the system of ‘corporate statism,’ the alliance of 
elite business, intellectual, and labor interests with the government, is 
collapsing, unable to solve any of the most fundamental problems. Decades 
of ‘fine tuning’ the economic system through political means, through regu¬ 
lations, controls, taxes, spending, privileges and the like, have caused 
massive dislocations in the structure of our economic system. 

Having pursued Keynesian ‘full employment’ policies since World War 
II, the United States has seen its monetary and fiscal manipulations lead to 
radical swings between bouts of accelerating inflation on the one hand, and 
ever deeper recessions on the other, with steadily growing unemployment 
and periods of economic retrogression. The welfare system which we have 
erected since the 1930’s to handle problems of poverty and unemployment, 
is near collapse. The ‘pump priming’ of the 1950’s and 1960’s has led in the 
1970’s to a flood of dollars which buy less and less. The chickens have 
indeed come home to roost. 

Other nations, too, face similar problems: civil liberties and democracy 
have been crushed in India, and the rulers of many other countries seem to 
be following Indira Gandi’s vicious example. 

Communist nations still cannot feed their own people. ‘Central planning’ 
hasn’t worked and the hapless subjects of communist regimes find the 
course and direction of their lives totally shaped by the State apparatus. 
Civil liberties and economic freedom are non-existent. Exile or death awaits 
those heroic souls who protest such tyranny. 

The Third World is ruled by a bewildering array of systems, from 
primitive feudal systems to military dictatorships; it is still utterly stagnant, 
facing starvation and overpopulation. There is little cause for hope in the 
policies of their archaic, parasitic political systems, which operate less to 
bring about real reforms than to preserve the political power of rulers whose 
barbarism makes us wonder if, indeed, this is the 20th century after all. 
Latin America consists of systems of violence and corruption, of politcal 
bandits preying on the peasants and middle classes alike. African rulers 
spout high ideals before the court of world opinion but practice petty 
tyranny, the poltics of brutality. 

American political and industrial leaders do more than their share to 
maintain these ruling classes in power. For them, it is business—and 
politics—as usual, with the indigent peoples and the American tax-payers 
paying the price. 
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We have seen in turn a radical disintegration in international affairs. 
National currencies fluctuate wildly, as the result of inflation, and the 
international monetary system grows increasingly unstable. Economic 
nationalism and protectionism are on the rise, destroying the international 
system of free trade. Food shortages which result will mean death for 
countless millions in years to come. Increasingly—in Biafra, the Middle 
East, Indochina and countless other places—governments resort to the 
slaughter of warfare. 

Most of all, perhaps, personal liberty of all kinds is under attack, the one 
‘interest’ which has no defenders, the one aspect of the ‘common good’ 
which is always sacrificed to the interests of Power and Privilege. Liberty to 
speak, publish, to produce and create, to buy and sell, travel, to live freely, 
is treated as though it were a luxury which we cannot afford any longer. 

If these are not to be considered the fruits of nearly a century of Power, 
then at least honesty calls upon us to proclaim that Power is everywhere 
impotent in the face of these problems. It is a plain fact that all of this has 
occurred in proportion to the growth of government power and that this 
correlation is no accident. Indeed, it is power itself and its corrupting 
effects which are the direct cause of most of these problems and is now 
standing squarely in the way of their solution. 

Since the last quarter of the 19th century, we have seen a massive growth 
in State Power at the expense of what Albert Jay Nock called ‘Social Power’ 
—the free actions of individuals in society and their spontaneous generation 
of institutions to deal with social problems. State power has everywhere 
been extended to deal with social problems, usually problems resulting 
directly from earlier interventions into social affairs. And as this State 
Power grows, Social Power shrinks and the ability of individuals to manage 
their own affairs and control their own lives is inhibited, obstructed and 
crushed. As Nock wrote in 1935, 

“It is unfortunately none too well understood that, just as the State 
has no money of its own, so it has no power of its own. All the power it 
has is what society gives it, plus what it confiscates from time to time 
on one pretext or another; there is no other source from which State 
power can be drawn. Therefore every assumption of State Power, 
whether by gift or seizure, leaves society with so much less power; 
there is never, nor can be, any strengthening of State power without a 
corresponding and roughly equivalent depletion of social power.’ 

Such a change means that the control of social problems shifts from the 
hands of those experiencing the problems to the hands of centralized 
government authorities. When problems arise, instead of seeing free 
institutions of vast flexibility and variety spring up to deal with them, 
adapted to the particular circumstances and facts which individuals face, 
we find abstract regulations which can only be implemented by the most 
demeaning and oppressive means. Individuals must increasingly conform 
and become part of the all-embracing political system in order to survive 
and function at all. Finding their wealth and power confiscated by the 
State, individuals find that only by competing in the race for plunder and 
privilege can they obtain some of the wealth and power in return. They face 
the alternative of being hammers or anvils, or, to use Albert Camus’ phrase, 
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‘victims or executioners.’ They invariably find their lives becoming harder, 
more difficult, more oppressive, and either cease solving their own 
problems, turning instead to the State apparatus—which then must further 
expand its power—or else assume passively the role of victims, the role of 
the exploited and oppressed. Compassion and humanity go by the boards, 
as alternatives and choices are restricted and tensions and rage build. A 
form of ‘class warfare’ results between the State-benefited and the State- 
oppressed, between the rulers and the ruled. 

All of this takes place as the State intervenes in the social affairs of 
human beings, usurping perogatives of responsibility and choice. Indeed, 
the exercising of State Power is nothing less than an attempt to subvert the 
basic fact of people’s fundamental responsibility for their own lives, to 
deliver to some people responsibility for and power over others. Moreover, 
all government programs exist only at the expense of production , of those 
who produce the goods and services consumed by all in society. This means 
that we have an ever-greater number of consumers in society who do not 
produce things which are socially useful—which can be sold on a free 
market—but still receive incomes extracted from those who do produce. In 
short, those who produce are robbed for those who do not, contracting the 
economic base of society and leading to economic parasitism, stagnation 
and retrogression. Can there be any doubt but that conflict and corruption 
must inevitably result? 

In spite of their ever-growing power, political institutions are impotent to 
deal with the consequences of their own policies; indeed, these policies 
merely result in new problems. Minimum wage laws, to prop up the wages 
of some, cause massive unemployment for teenage minority groups. Sub¬ 
sidies for big business, encourage inefficiency and monopoly power. The 
printing of money to finance political programs leads to rising prices. 
Central banking leads to inflationary policies and malinvestments in the 
economic system. Wage and price controls of all forms lead to shortages 
and unemployment. Controls on the use and sale of drugs lead to sky¬ 
rocketing prices, increasing crime, black markets and a proliferation of 
pushers. Regulatory commissions are used to squelch competition and 
foster monopoly on behalf of the major businesses in the very industries 
regulated. Tariffs limit consumer alternatives and raise prices. Compulsory 
unionism restricts the flexibility and variety of the labor market, fostering 
inefficiency and stagnation, leading to lower productivity and consequently 
lower wages. 

The uses of State Power to deal with these and other problems are 
increasingly centered on temporary, ad hoc policies. Solutions offered have 
no anchor to principles or to consequences. We are offered no fundamental 
alternatives. Decision-making has been taken away from the people affected 
and instead is carried out by authorities seeking to advance their own 
interests. There is, moreover, no debate over principles, issues or policies 
beyond those which fit cozily into Power’s framework. 

It is, perhaps, this narrowing of the debate which is most unfortunate, for 
it blinds us to possible alternatives outside of that narrow and rigid frame¬ 
work. Indeed, in our rush towards the dominance of Power and Privilege 
over our lives, the fact that there is an alternative system possible to us is 
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being lost amongst the rubble of our civilization. It is a system which has 
never been fully debated, defended or implemented, but only misunder¬ 
stood, misrepresented and forgotten, a system which has always had a 
glorious tradition and rigorous defenders: the simple system of natural 
liberty. It is that system in which all individuals have the liberty to fully 
direct the course of their lives unhampered by government interference, to 
take any actions they wish, so long as they do not aggress against the person 
or just property of others. It is a system in which Power is taken out of the 
hands of the State and wealth is left in the hands of individuals who 
produce it. 

Born in the 17th century and continuing to our own time, this tradition 
had its origins in the great Classical Liberal Revolutions against Power. As 
Murray Rothbard has written, it had its origin in 

“.. .(J)he English Revolutions of the 17th century, the American 
Revolution, and the French Revolution, all of which were necessary to 
the ushering in of the Industrial Revolution, and of at least partial 
victories for individual liberty, laissez faire, separation of church-and- 
state, and international peace. The society of status gave way at least 
partially to the ‘society of contract,’ the military society gave way at 
least partially to the ‘industrial society.’ The mass of the population 
now achieved a mobility of labor and place, and accelerating expan¬ 
sion of their living standards, for which they had scarcely dared to 
hope. Liberalism had indeed brought to the Western World not only 
liberty, the prospects of peace, and the rising living standards of an 
industrial society, but above all, perhaps, it brought hope, a hope in 
ever-greater progress that lifted the mass of mankind out of its age-old 
sink of stagnation and despair.” 

Opposing the dominance of Power over all of human life, these Classical 
Liberal Revolutions defended the natural rights of human beings to life, 
liberty and property. Freedom of thought, speech and press were born, and 
the partial establishment of religious freedom and tolerance finally brought 
an end to centuries of religious warfare. 

In opposition to the remnants of feudalism and the systems of mercan- 
talism and monopoly privilege of their time, the Classical Liberal radicals 
fought for the birth of the unhampered ‘market economy,’ the society of 
peaceful production and exchange, over the ‘political economy,’ the 
economy controlled by the State apparatus and its henchmen. They fought 
for the abolition of caste and privilege, for an extension of the rights of 
property, which would give people as individuals title to the products of 
their own labor, and for what they could obtain for that labor on the un¬ 
hampered market. They fought against oppressive taxation and against the 
vicious system of protective tariffs. 

Finally, they were unbridled champions of international peace and inter¬ 
national free trade. They sought to destroy mercantilism, a system which 
restricted production and exchange in order to benefit a class privileged by 
State Power. They fought against militarism, colonialism, and imperialism. 

The Classical Liberal movement was nothing less than a revolution waged 
against Power by the forces of Liberty, partially establishing the 
unregulated free-market ‘social economy’ over the statist, restrictionist 
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‘political economy.’ The great British Classical Liberal, Lord Acton, re¬ 
ferred to it as the ‘revolution in permanence,’ the giving of precedence to 
‘what ought to be’ over ‘what is.’ Acton saw the history of liberty as nearly 
identical with the history of revolution. 

It was, in short, a glorious tradition which died politically only with the 
onslaught and slaughter of the First World War, which destroyed so much 
of what was valuable in the West. Intellectually, it is a tradition still alive, 
stretching from John Locke in the 17th century to such figures as Nobel 
Laureate F.A. Hayek in our own time. It was the tradition represented, 
in their different ways, by Adam Smith, Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson 
and Wilhelm von Humboldt. It was the tradition of Benjamin Constant, 
Charles Comte, Charles Dunoyer and Frederic Bastiat in France; of Cobden 
and Bright, John Stuart Mill and Herbert Spencer in Britain; and William 
Lloyd Garrison, William Graham Sumner, Albert Jay Nock and a great 
many others in America. 

It was, alas, a tradition which never fully triumphed anywhere, a revo¬ 
lution which remained an incomplete revolution, touching only America 
and Western European society. 

This tradition of Liberty has been reborn today with the birth of the 
radical Libertarian Movement, which once again urges the revolution of 
Liberty against Power, which once more urges the giving of precedence in 
politics to ‘what ought to be’ over ‘what is.’ It is today the Libertarian 
Movement which brings hope to the peoples of the world, peoples 
conquered by Power. It is the Libertarian Movement which once again 
raises the standard of Liberty to which all can repair. 

If, then, Libertarianism is the politics of ‘what ought to be,’ irrespective 
of‘what is,’ what are its doctrines? What does this vitally alive and import¬ 
ant new movement hold out as ideals not merely for America, but for all the 
world? 

The doctrine of Libertarianism begins with the principle of inviolable in¬ 
dividualism, with the view that all human beings are the sole legitimate 
owners of their own lives, free to do whatever they wish, so long as they do 
not use force, violence, aggression or fraud against the person or justly held 
property of another. Only individuals exist in the world; terms such as 
‘nation,’ ‘state,’ ‘society,’ and the like are nothing but metaphorical con¬ 
structs designed to reflect real relationships between actual individual 
human beings, who alone feel, think, have needs and act to fulfill them. 
Libertarianism, then, is based squarely on what used to be called the 
tradition of natural rights , holding that every human being has the right to 
life, liberty and justly acquired property—property acquired by transform¬ 
ing unowned natural resources by their own effort or by engaging in peace¬ 
ful exchange of their own thought and labor for that of others. The fore¬ 
most social principle of Libertarianism follows squarely from this—the 
principle that no one may use violence or aggression against the person or 
justly-held property of another, the principle of non-aggression. 

By holding firm to these principles, Libertarians propose to liberate 
human beings from all forms of bondage, from all forms of involuntary 
social relations. For these rights are based on nothing less than human 
nature and needs in a social context. If human beings are to survive and 
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prosper, they need to use their minds and capacities to fulfill their own 
needs in society, to achieve those things without which their lives would 
have little meaning or dignity. 

Libertarians stand opposed to Power in lauding the natural right of all 
human beings to choose the course of their own lives, and to accept that 
fundamental, unquestionable responsibility for the consequences of their 
choices and actions. Any attempt to impose conformity on human beings 
through political means is an attempt to destroy what it is that makes them 
essentially and gloriously human. 

Thus, a basic humanism requires of us that we champion and defend a 
social system which fully respects the individuality and diversity of human 
beings, a society based on the twin axioms of self-ownership and non¬ 
aggression, a society wherein all social relationships are voluntary and un¬ 
coerced, where no one may compel anyone else to obey him. Every human 
life is to be regarded as an end-in-itself, never merely as a means. The only 
way to implement these principles is through a structure of voluntary social 
relations, resting on consent and agreement, reason and persuasion, where 
no one is subjugated to the will of another. 

Libertarianism offers nothing less than the completion of the Revolution 
of Liberty against Power, carrying on the grand traditions of Classical 
Liberalism to their infinitely radical conclusions—the dismantling of all 
systems of Power and Privilege. It proposes to end the exploitation of some 
groups by others by ending the power of the State to grant special privileges 
to some at the expense of others. It proposes to end the power of govern¬ 
ment to pursue aggressive foreign policies and to wage wars aimed at 
aggrandizement, empire or glory. 

In practical terms, Libertarians propose to set in motion the process of 
de-politicizing America, to begin dismantling the Leviathan State at home 
and abroad, to reassert individual responsibility and to restore to the people 
individual control over their own lives. 

Domestically, this means the establishment of the free market, the 
elimination of victimless crime laws and full restoration of civil liberties to 
the American people. It means an end to government spying and robbery, 
to the CIA and IRS. It means the elimination of laws regulating sexual 
relationships between consenting adults, laws against pornography and an 
end to the dangerous and vicious prohibition of drugs of all kinds, which 
simply leads to violence and the destruction of individual lives. We seek the 
elimination of wage and price controls in all their forms, which cause short¬ 
ages and unemployment, the ending of government regulatory agencies and 
of government-fostered cartels, which restrict production, limit alternatives, 
and raise prices. We seek the elimination of occupational licencure, which 
prevents individuals from working in whatever trade they wish, and of all 
other restrictions on freedom of employment. We despise the system of 
forced retirement, which robs the elderly of work, dignity, and purpose. We 
advocate the dismantling of the system of compulsory State education, its 
replacement with a network of diverse, voluntary educational institutions, 
and the ending of government brainwashing and enslavement of American 
children. We propose to end the corruption and bribery of government 
officials by abolishing their ability to dispense special privileges. We 

8 




advocate ending the monopoly power of ‘public utilities,’ their power to 
control significant areas of human needs, and to place the fulfillment of 
these needs fully within the voluntary, ‘social economy.’ We intend to 
abolish the government-fostered cartel of central banking, to abolish 
government control of the money supply, and thus to end those inflationary 
policies which erode pensions and savings and lead to the cruel distortions 
of the business cycle. In short, by ending incentives to parasitism and 
restrictions on production, we promote the ideal of a society of independent, 
productive human beings and aim to set loose the forces of the productive 
free market in expanding and enriching our standard of living and the 
quality of our lives in society. 

In foreign affairs, we mean to establish isolationism and the reign of free 
trade, to end American imperialism and involvement in the affairs of other 
nations, whether done in the name of alleged ‘anti-communism,’ of guar¬ 
anteeing American access to raw materials or foreign markets or in the 
name of protecting American investments in foreign countries. We mean to 
erase politically constructed national boundaries and bring to human 
beings the liberty to travel and trade where they will, at their own expense 
and risk. But most of all, we propose to abolish the age-old scourges of 
militarism and war, by abolishing the powers of governments all over the 
world to conscript, loot and kill. Nothing has ever excused the horror of 
mass murder and nothing ever will. 

Finally, the implications of principles so grand as those of Libertarianism 
cannot be limited to any one nation, not even one so potentially great as 
America. The system of Liberty which applies to America has even greater 
implications for the rest of the peoples of the world. For we mean not mere 
‘national self-determination,’ a metaphorical cloak for the tyranny of some 
over others, but individual liberty , for all the peoples of the world. 

Western Europe must see the dismantling of systems of‘state capitalism,’ 
of‘social democracy.’ The Third World must see the dismantling of the re¬ 
mains of feudalism, serfdom and mercantilism. We lend our support to 
those liberation movements seeking, not forms of State Socialism, or Power, 
but forms of Liberty. For the Communist world, we advocate the dis¬ 
mantling of the dictatorship of the proletariat, of national socialism and 
central planning. We seek an end to the suppression of civil liberties, the 
full restoration of individual economic freedom. We advocate the liberation 
of individuals in communist countries from the monopoly control of the 
State apparatus over the means of production. For America, we offer noth¬ 
ing less than the completion of the ideals of the American revolution. 

We intend, in short, not to establish another form of Power over human 
beings, but to give individuals full liberty to live their own lives in com¬ 
munities of peace and voluntary social relations. 

Moved by a passion for justice, by compassion for the oppressed peoples 
of America and the world, we are the voice of Liberty against Power. In this 
period of human history, no ideal could be more important nor press its 
claim with greater urgency. No ideal could be a more noble or radical chal¬ 
lenge to the politics of death and despair—the politics of our age. We shall 
take up the banner of Liberty, and with it, fulfill the ancient dream of peace 
and prosperity for all the peoples of the world. 
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LIBERTARIANISM: An Introductory Reading List 

LIBERTARIAN PHILOSOPHY 


THE DEATH OF POLITICS Karl Hess .35 

Excellent concise but comprehensive summary of the libertarian philosophy. 

Highly recommended as an introductory pamphlet. 

LIBERTARIANISM John Hospers 2.95 

Comprehensive presentation of the libertarian political and economic philosophy 
by the Libertarian Party candidate for President in 1972. Examines many kinds of 
government programs and interventions into the economy, showing the ineffective¬ 
ness and destructiveness of such measures. 

FOR A NEW LIBERTY Murray Rothbard 8.95 

Comprehensive exposition of the libertarian philosophy by a leading libertarian 
theoretician and economist. Includes discussion of the following: the philosophy 
of natural law and natural rights as a basis for libertarianism: private alternatives to 
government in such areas as roads, schools, courts, welfare, defense, foreign 
policy, and ecology. Brief sketch of the libertarian movement. 

THE MACHINERY OF FREEDOM David Friedman 2.25 

"The purpose of this book” says Friedman, "is to argue that a libertarian society 
would be both free and attractive, that the institutions of private property are the 
machinery of freedom, making it possible in a complicated and interdependent 
world, for each person to pursue his life as he sees fit.” Economic analysis of free 
market vs. government institutions and services, showing why private alternatives 
are more efficient and more desirable than government. Looks at schools, roads, 
mass transportation, defense and many other areas. 

NO TREASON Lysander Spooner 1.00 

Classic and powerful polemic challenging the moral validity of the Constitution and 
arguing that the U.S. Government does not have the consent of the governed so is 
therefore no better than a gang of robbers and murderers. 

THE LIBERTARIAN ALTERNATIVE Tibor Machan (ed) 12.50 

37 essays that give a broad overview—presenting libertarian perspectives on a wide 
range of topics from philosophical questions concerning justice and liberty to 
applied philosophy in such areas as economics, foreign affairs, and critiques of 
statism; and on specific topics such as racism, involuntary mental institutionaliza¬ 
tion and government programs like the FDA and CAB. 

EGALITARIANISM AS A REVOLT AGAINST NATURE and Other Essays 

Murray Rothbard 2.50 

15 essays examining such topics as the nature of the State, war, foreign policy, 
justice and egalitarianism. 

HOW I FOUND FREEDOM IN AN UNFREE WORLD Harry Browne 1.95 

Ways to put libertarian ideas into practice in one’s personal life and be free of 

psychological, social and government restrictions without changing the world or 
other people. From an implicitly libertarian perspective but without ideological 
jargon. 

THE DISCOVERY OF FREEDOM: Man’s Struggle Against Authority Rose Wilder Lane 3.00 
"A lyrical tribute to the virtues of individual freedom by a leading libertarian figure 
of her time, Lane discusses the ethic of individual freedom and individual achieve¬ 
ment, and its importance in American history.” 

OUR ENEMY, THE STATE and ON DOING THE RIGHT THING Albert Jay Nock 2.95 

Classic analysis of the State by one of the finest Old Right libertarians. Develops 
the thesis that as State power (organized political coercion) increases, Social 
power (voluntarism) decreases. The more the State does, the less society can or 
will do for itself. Also includes an historical analysis of the American State. ODTRT 
deals with the detrimental effect of the State on moral autonomy. 

ANARCHY, STATE AND UTOPIA Robert No7ick 12.95 

A carefully reasoned but somewhat technical examination of the nature of the State 
and of the concepts of individual rights and justice. A devastating libertarian 
challenge to the political and social positions of liberalism, socialism and 
conservatism. Winner of the National Book Award in Philosophy for 1974. 

THE GREAT EXPLOSION Eric Frank Russell 1.95 

A science fiction novel which portrays an implicitly libertarian society. A clever 
satire on bureaucracy and one of the most anti-authoritarian stories ever written. 

THE MOON IS A HARSH MISTRESS Robert Heinlein 1.25 

Explicitly libertarian principles are expounded in this entertaining science fiction 
novel about a revolution on the Moon comparable to the American Revolution. 
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FREE MARKET ECONOMICS 


ESSENTIALS OF ECONOMICS Faustino Ballve 1.50 

Excellent concise introduction to economic theory. 

ECONOMICS IN ONE LESSON Henry Hazlitt .95 

The single best introduction to free market principles. Refutes many common 
myths about the desirability of government regulation of the economy in clear, 
easy to understand terms. Examines such issues as minimum wage laws, tariffs, 
and price controls. 

CAPITALISM AND FREEDOM Milton Friedman 1.95 

Classic study of the destructiveness of government interference in the economy 
and the importance of laissez faire capitalism to freedom. Examines many topics 
including trade agreements, fiscal policy, money and licensing of occupations. 

THE ROAD TO SERFDOM F A. Hayek 3.25 

Classic analysis of the economic and social dangers of the planned economy by 
the Nobel Prize-winning economist. Looks into the nature of socialism and 
fascism and demonstrates that planned economies inevitably lead to total¬ 
itarianism. 

THE INCREDIBLE BREAD MACHINE Campus Studies institute 1.95 

Refutes many of the myths about laissez faire capitalism, both historic and current. 

Deals with many issues including monopolies, antitrust, the Great Depression, 
minimum wage laws, inflation, as well as the concepts of individualism and private 
property. 

PLANNING FOR FREEDOM Ludwig von Mises 3.00 

13 essays covering a wide range of arguments defending the free market. Includes 
the classic “The Middle-of-the-Road Leads to Socialism” as well as essays on 
inflation, wages and unemployment, profits and loss, and an essay discussing 
laissez faire and dictatorship. 

POWER AND MARKET Murray Rothbard 3.00 

Much more technical than the others but more consistently libertarian in the 
political application of free market ideas. A devastating critique of government 
intervention in almost every aspect of political and economic life. 

THE LAW Frederic Bastiat 1.00 

Classic indictment of the perversion of law into a means of legally but immorally 
obtaining wealth. 

CLICHES OF SOCIALISM Foundation for Economic Education 2.00 

76 Cliches used to attack the free market are refuted in simple, easy-to-understand 
terms. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT INFLATION Henry Hazlitt 2.25 

Succinct but thorough and clearly written presentation of the theory and practice 
of government money inflation. 

WHAT HAS GOVERNMENT DONE TO OUR MONEY? Murray Rothbard 2.00 

Examination of the nature and function of money and the destructive effects of 
government intervention into the monetary system. 

INFLATION AND PRICE CONTROLS F A. Harper .50 

Concise explanation of why government price controls won’t work and how gov¬ 
ernment causes inflation. 

UNDERSTANDING THE DOLLAR CRISIS Percy Greaves, Jr. 7.00 

Good intermediate level introduction to the free market ecbnomics of Ludwig 
von Mises. 


ORDER FORM 

All of the books listed here may be or¬ 
dered through the mail from Laissez 
Faire Books. Please allow about 3 weeks 
for delivery. Also available—our Liber- 
tarian Catalog and Review which lists 
over 700 books on Libertarianism, Anar- 
chism, Free Market Economics, Re- 
visionist History, Philosophy, Psychol- 
ogy and other areas. Free copy on 
request. 

ITEM PRICE 
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Add 35c postage on orders less than $10.00 

State ZId - 

Send your order to LAISSEZ FAIRE BOOKS, Dept. P3, Please enclose 

206 Mercer St r New York. N Y. 10012. payment TOTAL 


























State Parties-Candidates-Campus Groups-lndividuals 


HAVE YOUR MESSAGE 
IMPRINTED HERE! 


This excellent but short and inexpensive introduction to 
Libertarian ideas and principles is now available from Laissez 
Faire Books with your message or advertisement printed on 
this entire page. The rates are listed below and are less than 
the actual cost of printing. 

QUANTITY YOUR COST UNIT COST 


1M $80.00 8c 

2M 120.00 6c 

3M 150.00 5c 

5M 180.00 3.6c 

10M 300.00 3.0c 


Send photo ready copy (max. size 4-1 /2”x7-1 12”) or we will 
typeset your copy. Inquire for rates. 

This pamphlet is also available as is at the following rates: 

1-4 free 

5-9 15c each 

10-99 10c each 

100 or more 7.5c each 


DISTRIBUTED BY: 


12 





















•'* I 



























. . 







_j; : - ---c. • h. • 


; 











































THE PERMANEINTT REVOLUTION: 
Liberty Against Power 

by Roy Childs 


SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER 

This will be one of the most important libertarian 
books in years. It will be the best short introduction to 
the traditions, ideas, and promise of libertarianism. 

SPECIAL PRICE OF $5.00. 

Th(s is Roy’s first book and you can purchase a copy 
at the special pre-publication price of $5.00 a copy 
(tentative retail price is $7.95). 

AUTOGRAPHED BY THE AUTHOR 

Order now and your book will be autographed by the 
author. This offer expires September 30,1975. 

DON’T MISS IT. ORDER NOW! 

This will be a quality hardcover book with sewn 
signatures. It will be published in February, 1976. 

Please reserve_signed copy (copies) 

at the special pre-publication price of $5.00_ 

Add $.50 per copy for postage and handling_ 

Total enclosed 

Send your order with payment to: 

FREE LIFE EDITIONS 
41 Union Square West 
New York, N.Y. 10003 

Name_ 

Street_ 

City/State/Zip_ 

□ Please send me a copy of your latest catalog. 
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